FSIPP Members:
Today the new requirements for the use of specific tamper proof prescriptions become effective. If you write prescriptions for any controlled substances you are required to use a prescription form purchased from a DOH approved vendor. The list of vendors can be reviewed at http://www.doh.state.fl.us/mqa/counterfeit-proof.html
Particularly if your office or practice is likely to be on the Department of Health’s radar, you must be sure that your controlled substance prescriptions meet the requirements of the new law.

In addition, the standard of practice provisions set forth in §456.44, Florida Statutes also become effective today. Unless you are exempt from the requirements (board certified anesthesiologist, physiatrist, neurologist or board certified physician (any specialty) who has surgical privileges at a hospital or ASC and primarily provides surgical services or a board certified specialist (any specialty) who has also completed a fellowship in pain medicine approved by the ACGME or AOA or board certified in pain medicine by an ABMS or AOA specialty board and performs interventional pain procedures of the type routinely billed using surgical codes) you are required to meet and document meeting the new standards of practice.

As of today physicians are generally prohibited from dispensing Schedule II and III controlled substances for any purpose. There are limited exceptions including dispensing appropriate samples, dispensing in conjunction with surgical procedures (but not to exceed a 14-day supply), dispensing in approved clinical trials, and dispensing methadone in a facility licensed under §397.427, Florida Statutes. (See, §465.0276(1)(b), Florida Statutes)
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